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1 . AS ADDRESSEES ARE AWARE, SITUATION IN LEBANON TODAY MAKES 
IT VERY DIFFICULT TO PROVIDE INFORMATION REQUESTED REF A. 

DURING PAST 18 MONTHS OF WAR, LEBANESE ARMY COLLAPSED, ITS 
OFFICERS AND MEN EITHER JOINED ONE OF THE MANY COMPETING 
MILITIAS OR SIMPLY WENT HOME AND ITS EQUIPMENT HAS LARGELY 
BEEN STOLEN AND/OR DESTROYED. EVEN THOUGH ARAB SECURITY 
FORCE HAS NOW ESTABLISHED ITS CONTROL OVER MOST OF THE 
COUNTRY, PRESIDENT SARKIS HAS NOT YET BEEN ABLE TO TURN HIS 
ATTENTION TO RECONSTRUCTION OF THE LEBANESE ARMED FORCES (LAF). 
INFO PROVIDED BELOW BASED ON ASSUMPTION SITUATION WILL CONTINUE 
TO STABILIZE AND LAF WILL BE RECONSTITUTED. BELIEVE GOL 

WILL WELCOME OFFER OF CREDIT BUT FORESEE LITTLE PROGRESS UNTIL 
NEW CABINET FORMED BY PRESIDENT SARKIS. THE LAF WILL OBVIOUSLY 
NEED A SOURCE OF MODERN EQUIPMENT TO PERMIT A RETURN TO THEIR 
PRE-WAR CAPABILITY AND TO INSURE THAT LEBANON WILL BE ABLE TO 
PROVIDE ITS OWN INTERNAL SECURITY. 

2. AS INDICATED REF B, EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT USG BE PREPARED 
TO OFFER LEBANON ONE TIME DOLS 25 MILLION MAP GRANT IN FY 77, 
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REBUILD ITS NATIONAL SECURITY FORCES ONCE FIGHTING STOPPED. 

IN ADDITION, REF B RECOMMENDED AN FMS PROGRAM OF DOLS 10 
MILLION IN FY 77 TO ENABLE LAF TO REPLACE EQUIPMENT. WE 
ENVISAGE FY 78 FMS PROGRAM AS FOLLOW-ON TO THESE EFFORTS, TO 
INCLUDE FOLLOWING MAJOR ITEMS: 

A. 25 M605 2 1/2 TON 6X6 TRUCKS 

B. 50 M151A1 1/4 TON VEHICLES 

C. 10,000 M-16 RIFLES W/AMMUNITION 

D. 40 AN/PRC 77 RADIOS 

E. 25 AN/VRC 47 RADIOS 

F. 40M-113 A1 APC 

G. EQUIPMENT SPARES 

AS ITEMS A THROUGH G ABOVE ARE BASIC ITEMS NEEDED TO SUPPORT/ 
EQUIP THE LAF, THE PROBABILITY OF SALE IS VERY HIGH. 

3. GIVEN THE UNCERTAINTY OF THE LEBANESE SITUATION, THIS 
MUST BE CONSIDERED A VERY PRELIMINARY ESTIMATE. IF, FOR EXAMPLE, 
THE GOL SHOULD DECIDE TO PROCURE ONE OF THESE MAJOR ITEMS FROM 
ANOTHER SOURCE, IT MIGHT NOT PURCHASE ANY OF THAT PARTICULAR 
ITEM FROM US BUT INCREASE THE PURCHASE LEVEL OF ANOTHER ITEM 
ON THE LIST. 

LANE 
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